Wednesday, December 25, 2024
Christmas Day
Lessons, Carols, and Holy Communion

Introduction to the Day

As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the world, shining forth to bring
all things into being. Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to live among us in the
person of Jesus Christ then and now. Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s birth, along with the
shepherds, Mary and Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of Christ, we declare to the world that we have
indeed seen and been transformed by the arrival of “the salvation of our God.” O come, let us adore!

Prelude

Call to Worship “Christmas Comes Anew” Barbara Regent
You are invited to stand in body or spirit.

A Christmas Proclamation: Psalm 98

All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. (Ps. 98:3)

! Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
20 LORD, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
®You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel,
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
*Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
> Sing to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
®With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the LORD.
"Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.
¢ Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth.
°The LoRD will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.

Gathering Carol: ELW # 283 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

You may be seated.
First Lesson: Genesis 1: 1-5, 14-18

'In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, “the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. *Then
God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. “And God saw that the light was good; and God
separated the light from the darkness. *God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And



there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

'“And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let
them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, '"and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to
give light upon the earth." And it was so. '°God made the two great lights — the greater light to rule the
day and the lesser light to rule the night — and the stars. '’"God set them in the dome of the sky to give
light upon the earth, 'to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness.
And God saw that it was good.

Word of Creation. Word of Light. Thanks be to God.
You are invited to stand in body or spirit.

Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation. Amen.

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the beginning your Spirit moved
over the waters and you created heaven and earth. By the gift of water you nourish and sustain us and all
living things. Blessed be God now and forever.

You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through the chaos of sea, out of slavery into the freedom of
the promised land. Blessed be God now and forever.

In a lowly stable, your son Jesus was born, fully human, fully divine, amid an outpouring of blood and
waters; Blessed be God now and forever.

In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit. Blessed be God
now and forever.

By the baptism of his own death, where blood and water poured down from his side; and by his
resurrection your beloved Son has set us free from the bondage to sin and death, and has opened the way
to the joy and freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom and of cleansing and
rebirth. Blessed be God now and forever.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are here baptized may be given new life. Wash away the sin
of all those who are cleansed by this water and bring them forth as inheritors of your glorious kingdom.
To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Carol of Praise: ELW #289 Greeting Angels We Have Heard on High
Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human nature and to illumine the
world with your light. By your grace adopt us as your children and enlighten us with your Spirit, through
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.



You may be seated.
THE WORD
Second Lesson: Isaiah 52:7-10

Isaiah proclaims news of great joy: “Your God reigns!” Just as God saved the people from oppression in
Egypt, God delivers Israel from exile. All the earth will witness the saving acts of God.

"How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news,
who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see
the return of the LORD to Zion.
°Break forth together into singing,
you ruins of Jerusalem;
for the LORD has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
19 The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations;
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

Word of Peace. Word of Light. Thanks be to God.

Third Lesson: Hebrews 1: 1-4

This letter opens with a lofty declaration of Jesus’ preeminent status as the Son through whom God
created the world and through whom our sins are cleansed. God speaks to us now through the Son, who
is exalted even above the angels.

! Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, ?but in these last days
he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the
worlds. °He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all
things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high, “ having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more
excellent than theirs.

Word of Glory. Word of Light. Thanks be to God.

Fourth Lesson: Luke 2:8-20

The world's deep night is shattered by the light of God's new day. The glory of God is revealed to poor
shepherds, who share the good news with others.

“In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. '’But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great



joy for all the people: ''to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. "“This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger." *And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,

""Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

"When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." '°So they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. '"When they saw this, they
made known what had been told them about this child; '*and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. '"But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. *’The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Word of Promise. Word of Light. Thanks be to God.

You are invited to stand in body or spirit.

Gospel Acclamation: ELW #275 “Angels From The Realms of Glory” Verses 1 & 2
Gospel: John 1: 1-14

The Gospel according to John, Chapter 1, beginning at the 1% verse. Glory to you, O Lord.

The prologue to the Gospel of John describes Jesus as the Word of God made flesh, the one who reveals
God to be “‘full of grace and truth.”

!In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ? He was in the
beginning with God. ° All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being #in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. ° The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

® There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. " He came as a witness to testify to the light,
so that all might believe through him. ® He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. ° The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

19He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. * He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. *? But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, ** who were born, not of blood
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

' And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Gospel Acclamation: ELW # 275 “Angels From The Realms of Glory” Verses 3 & 4
You may be seated.

Christmas Sermon Pastor Dean Willich

Carol of the Day: ELW # 267 “Joy to the World”




You are invited to stand in body or spirit.
Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen

Prayers of Intercession

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and all people.
A brief silence.

The church sings a new song for you, O God. By the water of rebirth, you claim us as your own. Renew
all the baptized by your Spirit of grace and truth, and embolden us to announce your salvation to all. God
of grace,

receive our prayer.

The heavens and the earth are the work of your hands. By your Word, all things have come into being.
Protect coastlands and waters. Awaken in us a heightened care for habitats threatened by rising sea levels.
God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Beautiful are the feet of your messengers who announce peace. Sustain the work of diplomats, relief
agencies, and all who strive for peace in places of conflict and violence. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

You guard the lives of your faithful ones and rescue them in times of distress. Heed the cries of all who
are afraid. Comfort the grieving and despairing, the lonely and forgotten, and those who are ill. God of
grace,

receive our prayer.




Voices and instruments ring out with melodies of praise to you. Bless the music ministries of this
congregation and all who lead us in making a joyful noise in worship. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We give you thanks for our ancestors in faith. As their lives bear witness to your light and love, inspire us
to testify to the hope we share in you. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, through the Word
made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Sharing of the Christmas Peace

As we celebrate the birth of Christ, may the God of our salvation grant you peace and joy, hope and
gladness. And also with you.

Please share signs of peace with those in your vicinity.
You may remain standing in body or spirit.

Today we give our tithes and offerings by bringing them forth
as we come to receive Communion.

Preparation Prayer

God of heaven and earth,

from the beginning, you have called forth life,

in which you take delight.

The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy.
Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty,
that we may join the chorus of creation

to tell of your salvation from day to day.

Amen.

THE HOLY COMMUNION MEAL

The Word’s of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 00
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. n a

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, wizaze

thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; :
and forgive us our trespasses, —_‘____J il
as we forgive those "..--—
who trespass against us; "\
and lead us not into temptation, )\ ; /_JJ
but deliver us from evil. oy
For thine is the kingdom, :

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
A child has been born for us, a Son given to us.
Come, receive the gift of Jesus. Come.

Please be seated.
Hymn during Communion: ELW # 296 “What Child is This”
Blessing after Communion

After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. The presiding minister may say a table
blessing; the assembly responds Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray together:

Merciful God,

we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food.
Strengthened by this goodness,

send us forth to announce your peace,

comfort the afflicted,

and share the good news of great joy.

Amen.

Blessing

The God of love,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
lavish you with grace,

illumine your path,

and increase your joy,

today and always.

Amen.



Sending Hymn: ELW # 290 “Go Tell it on the Mountain”

Dismissal
Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.
Thanks be to God.
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