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Sunday, November 8, 2026 

Pentecost 24 and VETERANS DAY – Liturgy - ELW Setting #4 

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons 2026 

 

INTRODUCTION FOR THE DAY 

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to encourage one 

another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish 

bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in 

our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the Lamb. 

 

PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS + STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE - OLIVIA FLUDER 

 

RINGING OF THE CHIMES 

 

GATHERING 

Please rise as you are able in body or spirit. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

our dwelling place for all generations, 

whose compassion never slumbers. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 

and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Holy God, 

we confess that we have trusted in our preparation 

instead of your invitation. 

We prioritize our piety over care for your beloved. 

We trust the voice of our shame and fear, 

which keeps us from entering fully 

into relationship with you and others. 

We are not awake to the coming of your reign. 

Rouse us and rescue us, 

that we may enter into your joy. 

Amen. 
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Inherit the riches of God’s grace. 

☩ Jesus, the good shepherd, feeds you with his mercy. 

You are forgiven. 

Blessed are you. 

Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn: ELW #593 “Drawn to the Light” 

 

Greeting  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give 

us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Please be seated as the children come forward. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Reading: Amos 5:18-24 

In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great victory, 

but Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute 

for obedience. The LORD demands justice and righteousness in the community. 

 18 Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! 

  Why do you want the day of the LORD? 

 It is darkness, not light, 

  19 as if someone fled from a lion 

  and was met by a bear 

 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall 

  and was bitten by a snake. 

 20 Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, 

  and gloom with no brightness in it? 

 

 21 I hate, I despise your festivals, 

  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

 22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 

  I will not accept them, 

 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 

  I will not look upon. 

 23 Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
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 24 But let justice roll down like water 

  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm: Psalm 70 (Read Responsively) 
You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry. (Ps. 70:5) 

 

 1 Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; 

  O LORD, make haste to help me. 

 2 Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded; 

  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.  

 3 Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me 

  turn back because of their shame. 

 4 Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 

  let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!” 

 5 But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God. 

  You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.  

 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the 

resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope 

that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with Christ. 

 
13 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that 

you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and 

rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15 For this we 

declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of 

the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16 For the Lord himself, with a cry of 

command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from 

heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be 

caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will be with the 

Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

 

Please rise as you are able in body or spirit. 

 

Gospel Acclamation    ELW Setting # 4 – S 151a 
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Gospel:  Matthew 25:1-13 
The Gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord. 

Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all 

times. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten young women 

took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were 

wise. 3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks 

of oil with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 
6 But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 
7 Then all those young women got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish said to the wise, 

‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not 

be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 
10 And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him 

into the wedding banquet, and the door was shut. 11 Later the other young women came also, 

saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13 Keep 

awake, therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Sermon     Pastor Steven Kuhl 

 

Please rise as you are able in body or spirit. 

 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #262 “Wait for the Lord” Sing 3 x 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 
Pastor: United with the great cloud of witnesses, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, 

and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

You illumine the church with the hope of your new day. Prepare our hearts and minds for the 

inbreaking of your kingdom, that we might awaken to your transforming love at work all around 

us. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You create and sustain the earth’s natural rhythms so that all life might thrive. Show us the 

wisdom and wonder of nature’s balance; make us careful stewards of our common home. God, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You make justice roll down in all places and among all nations. Encourage all who protect 

vulnerable communities and help rebuild in the aftermath of conflict (relief ministries or 

organizations may be named). Uphold veterans and those who care for them. God, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You hasten to heal our wounds and make whole what is broken. Comfort individuals facing a 

difficult diagnosis, receiving palliative care, or facing uncertain treatment options, especially 

those we name aloud or in our hearts. (A brief silence). God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You give rest to weary hearts and bodies. As the days grow shorter in the north, help us to move 

more slowly and intentionally through our days, honoring the need for quiet and stillness. God, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You welcome those who have come before us in faith into the joys of heaven. Sustain us by your 

grace and guide us into the promise of everlasting life. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we pray, in the name of 

Jesus, your beloved. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with 

you” or similar words. The assembly is seated. 

 

OFFERING – Collection of our offerings. 

 

OFFERING SONG: ELW #678 “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” (Background Music 

Only) 
 

Please rise as you are able in body or spirit. 

 

Offering Prayer 

Let us pray, together. 

 

God of creation, 

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 

All blessings are from you; 

make us generous with what we have. 

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 

in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 

today and always. Amen. 

 

THE MEAL 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE – for the Season of Pentecost 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy    ELW Setting # 4 – S 153 

 
The Words of Institution 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

 

For thine is the kingdom 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 

 

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

 

Please be seated and wait to come forward for Holy Communion after the singing of The Lamb 

of God song.  

 

Lamb of God     ELW Setting # 4 – S 154 

 
HYMN DURING COMMUNION: ELW #638 “Blessed Assurance” 

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

 

After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. The presiding minister may say a 

table blessing; the assembly responds Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray, together. 

 

Sustaining God, 

with this bread and cup, 

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 

Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 

following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
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A PRAYER AS OUR NATION CELEBRATES VETERANS’ DAY 

 

Let us pray. Eternal God, we give thanks for all those who have shown the greatest love by 

laying down their lives for others. We especially thank you for those in our military throughout 

history who have sacrificed their lives for their fellow citizens and for us who came after. 

As we remember their service, keep us mindful of all those for whom this day is a burden, 

and send your spirit of comfort to them. Be present with all the women and men who are 

serving in the military today. 

Let them live for the peace known only from you. Help us to be worthy of their legacy, and keep 

us mindful of their service, that in all things we may live our lives in praise and thanksgiving to 

you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

THE SENDING BLESSING 

The God of love 

draw you into full accord and one mind, 

in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

The God of hope 

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 

through the interceding of the Spirit. Amen. 

 

The God of grace 

☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN: “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” – Special Words – (Sung to tune ELW 

#756) 

 

Verse 1: (Navy) Written by William Whiting 

Eternal Father, strong to save, 

Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 

Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep 

Its own appointed limits keep; 

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee, 

For those in peril on the sea! 

 

Verse 2: (Army) Written by Donald Sensing 

O Lord of hosts, to you we turn 

To give us grace we cannot earn. 

Our soldiers guard our way of life; 

Be with them all in times of strife. 

Let courage flow from your command; 

We pray for those who fight on land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lamp of God’s Presence is lit by 

Bill & Kathy Wakefield in honor of all 

the veterans 

 



10 
 

Verse 3: (Marines) Written by J. E. Seim, 1966 

Eternal Father, grant, we pray, 

To all Marines, both night and day, 

The courage, honor, strength, and skill 

Their land to serve, thy law fulfill; 

Be thou the shield forevermore 

From every peril to the Corps. 

 

Verse 4: (Air Force) Written by Mary C. D. Hamilton, 1915 

Lord, guard and guide all those who fly 

Through the great spaces in the sky. 

Be with them always in the air, 

In darkening storms or sunlight fair. 

Oh, hear us when we lift our prayer, 

For those in peril in the air! 

 

Verse 5: (Coast Guard) Written by George H. Jenks, Jr., 1955 

Eternal Father, Lord of Hosts 

Watch o’er the ones who guard our coasts 

Protect them from the raging seas 

And give them light and life and peace. 

Grant them from thy great throne above 

The shield and shelter of thy love. 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE     
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